
January 12, 2022

Dear Mansfield Township School District Staff and Parents/Guardians,

Yesterday afternoon we received confirmation from the Department of Education that the

guidance document published by the New Jersey Department of Health entitled Recommended

COVID-19 Isolation and Quarantine Timeframes for Non-Healthcare Settings dated January

10, 2022 is the new guidance for schools regarding isolation and quarantine timeframes. Below I

have summarized the information in the guidance document for your review.

As the Omicron surge continues to affect our community, our absence rates remain high but

holding.

At JHES, the student absence rate today was 15.5% compared to 14% last Wednesday and the

staff absence rate today was 9% compared to 15% last Wednesday. At MTES, the student

absence rate today was 15% compared to 16% last Wednesday and staff absence rate today was

9.6% compared to 20%  last Wednesday.

This morning I met with the Administrative Team and School Nurses and based upon the

NJDOH recommended guidelines, the Mansfield Township School District will be following the

guidelines below:

Isolation

The recommendations make clear that isolation is used to separate people with confirmed or

suspected COVID19 from those without COVID-19. An individual who tests positive for

COVID-19 infection or who has symptoms of COVID-19 (including those waiting for test results

or who haven’t been tested), regardless of vaccination status, should isolate for at least 5 full

days and take additional precautions during and after isolation. More specifically, persons who

test positive for COVID-19 and are symptomatic or persons with COVID-19 symptoms who

weren’t tested or who are waiting for test results should:

● Stay home and isolate yourself from other people for at least 5 full days (day 0 is

the first day of symptoms).



○ If symptoms resolve (fever-free for 24 hours and other symptoms

improve), isolation can end after 5 full days (i.e., on day 6).

○ If symptoms persist (fever or if other symptoms have not improved),

continue to isolate until fever free for 24 hours and other symptoms have

improved.

● Meanwhile, persons who test positive for COVID-19 but have no symptoms

should:

○ Stay home and isolate yourself from other people for at least 5 full days

(day 0 is the day of the positive viral test – meaning the day tested, not

the day the positive test result was received).

○ If no symptoms develop, isolation can end after 5 full days (i.e., on day 6)

Additionally, loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks or months after recovery and need not

delay the end of isolation.

Quarantine

Quarantine applies to persons exposed to someone with COVID-19.

Individuals in the following groups who had close contact with someone with COVID-19 DO

NOT need to quarantine but should wear a well-fitting mask around others for 10 days and

get tested at least 5 days after the last close contact:

● Children and adolescents 5-17 years old who completed the primary series of COVID-19

vaccine.

● Adults 18 years or older who completed a primary series of COVID-19 vaccine

AND have received all recommended vaccine doses, including boosters and

additional primary shots for some immunocompromised people.

○ For the purpose of quarantine, someone is considered “boosted” upon receipt of

the booster dose.

● Persons who had confirmed COVID-19 within the last 90 days (positive viral test and

recovered).

If the test is positive or if COVID-19 symptoms develop, then the individual should follow

isolation recommendations.

Individuals in the following groups who had close contact with someone with COVID-19 DO

need to quarantine and should take additional precautions during and after quarantine:

● Adults 18 years or older who completed a primary series of COVID-19 vaccine but have

NOT received a recommended booster shot when eligible.

● Persons who are not fully vaccinated (haven’t completed a primary vaccine series).

If quarantining, individuals should:

● Stay home and away from other people for at least 5 days (day 0 through day 5) after the

last close contact with a person who has COVID-19. The date of the exposure is

considered day 0.

● If COVID-19 symptoms develop, get tested and follow isolation recommendations.



● If asymptomatic, get tested at least 5 days after the last close contact (unless recently

recovered from COVID-19, meaning tested positive and recovered in the past 90 days).

● If the test is positive, follow isolation recommendations. o If the test is negative, the

individual can end quarantine after day 5.

● If testing is not available, the individual can end quarantine after day 5 (as long as there

were no COVID-19 symptoms throughout the 5-day period).

Household Contacts

Household close contacts have a 10 days quarantine. Once the infected person's 5 day isolation

is over they need to do an additional 5 day quarantine. There is no testing out for a household

close contact. If your child develops symptoms while quarantining please get him/her tested

and inform the nurse.

Other Reminders

Those who are fully vaccinated and if it has been two weeks since the last primary vaccine, do

not need to be quarantined if they are a close contact or a household contact. We recommend

you still monitor yourself for the next 10 days, wear a mask in the public setting and get tested

5-7 days after exposure. If they develop symptoms they will be asked to isolate and get tested.

Testing

The Burlington County Health Department has a list of local testing sites. Please click here to

review the sites.  Click here to for COVID-19 Testing Sites

Remote Instruction

At this time, only quarantined students participate in class remotely from home and only for the

duration of their exclusion from school. We hope these efforts will enable the district to remain

open and to continue to provide superlative instruction to our students. If your child is home

sick, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher for the missed assignments to be sent home

for completion. If you have any questions regarding your child’s attendance requirements,

please click HERE for our district’s attendance regulation.

We will implement the new isolation and quarantine timeframes starting tomorrow, Thursday,

January 13th.

I realize this is a lot of information. We are always here to help. If you have any questions please

ask your child’s School Nurse or Principal.

Thank you for all you are doing to help us keep schools healthy and open for our students.

Stay healthy and well!

Tiffany J. Moutis, Superintendent

https://www.mansfieldschool.com/cms/lib/NJ01000046/Centricity/Domain/38/BC%20COVID%20Testing%20One%20Pager%2010-09-20_202010091018329493.pdf
https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictRegulation.aspx?RegulationID=5200&id=8fbefe1594b74dd1bdf03b6dbf3ca1c7

